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CONSTITUTION  AND  RULES 


I.  TITLE 


The  Society  shall  be  called  "The  Society  of  Ibaen  Musicians. 


IT.  OBJECTS 


(a)  To  further  Idle  Interests  of  -nislc. 

(b)  To  act  as  a  representative  body  whei^e  the  Interests  of  j 

wmen  In  music  are  concerned. 

(c)  TO  supply  a  centre  where  Women  Musicians  caui  meet  to  dis¬ 
cuss  and  criticise  musical  matters. 

(d)  To  afford  Members  the  benefits  of  co-operation  and  also, 
when  desired,  of  advice  with  regard  to  the  business  side 
of  their  professional  work. 

(e)  To  bring  Composers  and  Executants  into  touch  with  each 

other,  and  to  afford  pz^ctlcal  opportunities  to  Composers 
for  trying  over  compositions.  j 

(f)  To  promote  such  other  objects  as  may  be  deemed  desirable 

by  the  Council  for  the  advancement  and  extension  of  the  | 

Society* a  Interests  generally. 


III.  CONSTITUTION 


The  Society  shall  consist  of  STeabers  (  Women  )  and 
Associates  (  Men  )  and  Fellows  (  Men  ). 

Meabershlo  shall  be  open  to  Professional  Women.  Composers. 


Executants,  (  Performers,  Teachers,  Conductors  )  and 
Wrl  ,ers  on  Music,  and  also  to  a  limited  number  of  non-oroo 
fesslonal  women  interested  in  music 
The  Assocltes  and  Fellows  of  the  Society  shall  consist 
exclusively  of  Men,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  the 
open  Meetlnss  of  the  Society,  but  not  Private  Meetings 
.So^ety  only.  FiiJUw*  jlvoJtL 


admitted  lay  the  Council  as  tempo raiy  Members  or  Associates 
for  a  Period  of  six  months  at  half  fees. 


The  Society  shall  be  governed  and  Its  funds  administered 
ty  a  Council,  which  shaU  be  constituted  as  hereinafter 
stated. 


The  Council  shall  consist  of  the  President,  the  Hon.  Offi¬ 
cers,  and  of  not  fewer  than  sixteen,  nor  more  than  twenty- 
four  members  .  Four  members  of  the  Council  shall  retire 
at  each  Annual  General  Meeting,  the  selection  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  so  to  retire  to  be  determined  by  baUot  mless  the 
Council  otherwise  agree.  The  Members  present  at  any 
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Annual  (Jeneral  Sleeting  at  which  Members  of  the  Council  retire 
in  aianner  aforesaid  shall  fill  up  the  yacancles  tgr  electing  a 
like  number  of  Members  to  the  Council.  Retiring  Members  shall 
be  eligible  for  re-election,  but  any  retiring  laeiaber  who  shall 
have  served  consecutively  for  a  oeidod  of  three  years  shall  not 
be  eligible  for  x*e-election  until  the  lapse  of  one  year  from 
the  date  of  retirement,  provided  nevertheless  that  the  Council 
shall  not  thez^by  be  precluded  from  co-opting  any  such  member 
«hen  thought  desirable. 

Persons  to  fill  these  vacancies  must  be  proposed  and  seconded 
by  Members  of  the  Society  ,  and  their  names,  together  with  those 
of  the  proposer  and  seconder,  must  be  supplied  in  writing  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Women  Musicians  not  less  than 
seven  clear  days  before  the  meeting.  The  voting,  when  necessary, 
shall  be  by  ballot.  Tne  Members  co-opted  by  the  Council  shall 
cease  to  tiold  office  at  the  Annual  Oreneral  Meeting  at  which  new 
Members  are  elected,  but  may  be  co-opted  a  resh  at  the  first 
Meeting  of  the  Council  after  such  Annual  Meeting.  Any  casual 
vacancy  occurxdng  on  the  Council  may  be  filled  up  by  the  Council, 
but  any  person  chosen  to  fill  such  vacancy  shall  retain  office  so 
long  only  as  the  vacating  Member  would  have  retained  the  same 
had  no  vacancy  occurred. 

Resolution  passed  Nov.  t7.  t923.  That  any  member  of  Council 
who  fails  to  attend  at  least  two  Cduncll  Meetings  during  the  year 
shall  retire  from  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(d)  The  Council  shall  at  their  first  aeetins  after  the 
Annual  (General  Xeeting  elect  froa  aaong  tie  neabers  of  the 
Society  a  President  who  ^all  becoae  ex-officio  a  Xeaber  of 
the  Council  and  who  shall  retire  from  office  annually ,  but 
shall  be  eliiiible  for  re-election. 

They  shall  also  elect  annually  from  aaongst  the  Members  of  the 
Council  a  Vice-President,  who  shall  be  Chairman  of  Council  in 
the  absence  of  the  President, 

It  shall  also  be  within  the  competence  of  the  Council  to  elect 
at  their  discretion  a  limited  number  of  distinguished  Women 
Musicians  as  Hon.  Vice-Presidents. 

(e)  The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  an  Honorary 
Secretary  (  or  Secretaries),  and  an  Honorary  Treasurer  {  or 
Treasurers)  who  shaU  be  elected  at  the  Annual  Qeneral  Meeting. 
The  Hon.  Officers  shall  retire  annually,  but  shaU  be  ellgi'’!® 
for  re-election. 

At  the  discretion  of  the  Council  the  Hon.  Officers  shall  be 
afforded  such  Paid  clerical  assistance  as  the  Council  shall 
approve. 

The  quorum  for  any  Oeneral  Meeting  shall  be  fifteen  Membem 
The  Quorum  for  Council  Meetings  shall  be  four. 

(g)  The  Council  shaU.  from  time  to  time,  make  such  rules 
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as  It  shall  find  convaiient  withregard  to  the  nusiher,  tiaep 
and  place  of  its  Meetinja,  the  method  of  siraaonias  the  same 
and  the  notices  to  be  given,  and  may  at  any  tlae  delegate 
any  of  its  powers  and  duties,  except  that  of  the  election  of 
Xembers  of  the  Society,  to  Sub-Coaalttees,  consisting  in  each 
case  of  not  leas  than  four  Members  of  the  ffiOlfCni  Society 
of  whoa  at  least  one  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Ctouncil. 

Ch)  At  all  Meetings  of  the  Society,  or  Council  thereof,  the 
Chairman,  in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes,  shall  have  a 
casting  vote. 


IV.  ANNUAL  GENERAL  ^lEETING 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  take  piece 
during  the  Autumn  Session,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  shall  give 
each  Member  fourteen  days  notice  thereof,  A  special  General 
Meeting  shall  be  called  when  considered  necessary  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  or  on  the  receipt  of  a  requisition  signed  by  at  least 
twenty  Members  which  shall  specify  the  resolutions  to  be  moved, 
and  the  business  at  such  Meeting  must  be  confined  to  the  spe¬ 
cified  resolutions.  Members  only  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  such  Meetings. 
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t.  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  Council  shall  present  to  every  Annual  O^neral  Meeting, 
together  with  the  audited  accoxmts,  a  report  of  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  geneiral  concerns  of  the  Society  for  the  past  y9«r. 

VI.  ELECTION  OP  NETfflSRS 

All  Meabers,  Aaeoclates  and  Fellows  of  the  Society  shall  be 
oleoted  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  of  Women  Musicians. 

Any  person  dealring  to  Join  the  Society  shall  be  proposed  a»i 
seconded  by  Sfembers  of  the  Society  of  Tfomen  Musicians,  on  forms 
obtainable  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  and  may  be  vequlred  to  fur¬ 
nish  further  references  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council 
The  Council  shall  have  power  to  grant  the  privilege  of  a  re¬ 
duced  subscription  of  to/6  per  annua  to  Meabers  residing  abroad 
or  in  Creat  Britain  outside  a  radius  of  25  ailes  fron  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Society,  such  Members  to  be  known  respectively 
as  Foreign  Members  or  Country  Members. 

VII.  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The  rates  of  subscription  are  as  follows  t- 

Origlnal  Members  t5.  6 

Present  and  future  Members,  professional  fit.  t.  o 
"  "  "  ”  non-prof essional, SI, t 1.  6 

Associates  (  Men)  to.  6 

Fellows  (Men  joinin';  weekly  practfcces)  fit.  t. 


o 
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Meinber.  Jolnins  one  or  :»re  Sections  of  th.  Soolety  .hall  a 

.mall  additional  annual  .uh.crlotlon  which  nay  he  datormlned 
fro.  tlm.  to  tine  ty  th.  Council  (  1  Annual  Ueneral  Ifeetlns  ?). 

All  auhacrlotlon.  ehaU  he  paid  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the 
above  Society. 

All  communication,  other  than  .uh.crlptlon.  ahall  he  addressed 
to  th.  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  HOmen  !Iualcl«aa. 

So  Homher  shall  exercise  the  prlvllese.  of  memhershlp  until  the 
BUbacrl ptlon  has  been  paid. 

Annual  suhscrlotlons  are  due  on  Jan.  let  or  July  1st,  and  any 
Semher,  Associate  or  Fellow  falllnj  to  Pay  her  or  hi.  suhsorlp* 
tlon  within  six  month,  of  the  date  on  which  It  Is  due  shall  he 
liable  to  have  her  or  his  members.hlp  terminate!  hy  the  Council/ 

VIII.  RBSiaNATION  OP  'vIKJBERS 

Any  Hernher  or  Associate  (  f  or  Fellowl)  desirous  of  reslsnlns 
shall  sl«o  Ho"-  Secretary  written  notice  of  the  same  n  t 
later  than  one  month  hefor.  January  t«t  or  July  l.t,  or  shall  h, 
liable  to  pay  the  subscription  for  the  ensuins  year. 

IX. 

Every  person  shall,  hy  acceptance  of  HemhershlP  or  As«,clate.hlp 
of  the  society  of  Women  Euslclans.  he  deemed  to  have  .asreed  to 
be  bound  by  these  Rules. 


X.  PRIVILB3-ES  AND  ADVAKTAIJSS 


■me  Cobtett  Pn..  Llbranr  °f  British  Ch«ab.r  Ku^ 

Huele  be  bor™,«l  on  peynent  of  a  d.poalt,  which  1.  re- 
funded  when  the  uualc  lo  returned  In  good  condition. 

Chamber  Itualc  Section 

weetcly  practlcee  are  held  during  term. 

me  Cobbett  Challm^ge  Hed.wl  for  Quartet  Playing  1.  co.peted 

for  annually. 

Coooosera'  Section. 

Member.  have'^i^lvUese  of  ^balttlng  their  composition, 
to  the  Sub-Commltte.  for  advice  crltlcl.m,  and  -ark. 

deemed  .ul table  are  .elected  for  rehearsal 
and  performance. 

Slnsers*  Section. 

singer,  who  ha^Ttralned  are  h.arl  In  an  Audition  by  the 
Singers-  Cocolttee.  and  If  efficiently  «lvancel.  mv  «0P«f 
at  Meeting..  A  Chair  1.  orgel.el  by  thl.  Section  and  1. 
open  ale  to  Member,  of  other  section,  of  the  Society. 

Liza  Lehmann  Fund 

mere  1.  a  .mall"7und,  the  nucleus  over  from  the  concert  In 
meery  of  LUa  Lehmann,  the  Proceed,  of  which  go  to  help 
Composer  Singer  Member.. 

Lectures  and  Debates  are  held  on  a  wide  number  of  subjects. 
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7*  Social  Meetings  with  auslc  are  arranged. 

8.  Adal salon  of  Guests. 

Meabers,  Associates  and  Fellows  shall  be  at  liberty  to  Intro¬ 
duce  guests  at  all  Open  Meetings  of  the  Society  on  payment 


9.  Use  of  Plano 

Members  may  have  the  use  of  the  Society's  Plano  for  their 
own  purposes  on  terms  to  be  ascertained  by  enquiry, 
to.  The  Society  also  acts  as  an  Informal  agency,  putting  members 
In  touch  with  each  other,  when  requiring  help  for  Concerts 
or  Lectures. 

1 1.  'Meutbers  can  ublalu  Lea  bilwegii  Uie-faours  of  4  an^l 
Of  8d. 


